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- Relief projects |

IGO0 increases support for the Rohingya

Muslims

e International Islamic  Charitable
Organization(lICO) haslaunchedarelief program
for the Rohingya Muslims in partnership with
the Kuwait Relief Society, the IHH and the UK-
based Islamic Relief Organization.

The International Islamic  Charitable
Organization provided shelter for 8,212 affected
Rohingya families in Myanmar and those
displaced to Bangladesh in the first phase of
its emergency relief program.

The International Islamic  Charitable
Organization had launched the relief program
in partnership with the Kuwait Relief Society,
Humanitarian Relief, the Turkish Human
Rights and Freedoms IHH, and Islamic Relief
Worldwide based in Britain.

The program also included the distribution
of 7,700 relief packages to displaced persaons
to Bangladesh and those affected within
Myanmar, and the construction of 512 shelters
for internally displaced families, each housing
a family of six.

The package, which was distributed to the
displaced in Bangladesh, contained personal
hygieneitems, kitchen supplies, a tent, clothing
and food baskets. While the food basket to
those affected in Myanmar contained rice,
beans, cooking oil, salt and canned fish

The program is part of 1ICO's ongoing
humanitarian campaign to help the Rohingya
Muslims cope with the humanitarian
consequences of the worsening events they
are currently facing and aims to complement
its previous efforts.

The campaign also aims to provide shelter
to 250 families at a value of 200 dinars per
shelter, with each unit housing a family of six
in the towns of Sittwe and Kiaoktau in Rakhine
state.

[ICO appeals to donors to provide urgent
support for the Rohingya, who are suffering
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tragic humanitarian conditions resulting from
persistent attacks and harassment.

The crisis in Myanmar is one of the most
complex humanitarian issues ever witnessed,
with homes, schools and places of worship
being destroyed, leaving the people in a
constant state of displacement for many
years. The situation has been compounded
by the demoalishment of thousands of camps
housing the Rohingya, causing them to flee to
the border with neighbouring Bangladesh and
Thailand.

According to United Nations reports,
300,000 to 500,000 Rohingyas have been
displaced after decades of persecution.

The most recent incidence of violence, in
the province of Arakan in western Myanmar,
involved a brutal military crackdown, which
has largely been met with silence from the
international community.

Last Eid, IICO carried out a Qurbani project
for the Rohingya, as part of its “Your Qurbani
is for the good of the worlds' campaign, which
was implemented in dozens of countries.



region are experiencing.

He also praised the role of the Good Speech
Society and the Arab Union for Volunteering in
organising the celebration and their significant
and tangible role in supporting volunteer
projects in various fields and activating the
efforts of Arab youth in serving their countries
and working on their development, prosperity
and development.

Al-Maatoug thanked all the Arab volunteers
andactivistswhohesaidhaveactedasexamples
of giving, saying:“They have illuminated the
pages of volunteer humanitarian work in the
deserts of the Horn of Africa, saving the victims
of famine, on the border of Syria, helping the
displaced there, as well as those displaced
from Yemen, Iragi and other places.”

He remembered Walid al-Ali, imam of the
Grand Mosque, and Sheikh Fahd al-Husseini,
who were targeted in a terrorist incident in
Burkina Faso while on a noble humanitarian
mission to help the poor.

Al-Maatoug noted that in light of the many
humanitarian crises and the escalating threats
facing many countries and peoples in the world,
such initiatives, programs and humanitarian
conferences constitute an important step in
the process of alleviating these catastrophes
and tackling their humanitarian repercussions.

“In these exceptional circumstance, my
countryhaschosentoalignitselfwith humanity.
Humanitarian volunteerism throughout its
history has been a prominent presence in the
minds of Kuwaitis and their humanitarian
practices. They have never ceased to deal
positively with humanitarian issues, offering
support in the financing and alleviation of the
suffering of the afflicted, the poor and the
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needy regardless of their ethnicity, religion or
language,” he said.

Al-Matouq pointed to the importance of the
“outstanding” role of the award in honouring
the pioneers of Arab volunteer work, spreading
and promoting the culture of volunteerism and
motivating creative initiatives and distinctive
volunteer experiences in the Arab world.

He explained that the importance of this
award lies in the fact that it highlights the
leadership of volunteer work in the Arab world
and the success stories which inspire young
people.

He added that the award also seeks

to strengthen active partnerships with
organizations, bodies, foundations and
voluntary  associations,  support  social

responsibility efforts for the private sector,
channel Arab youth to serve their communities
and develop the capabilities and talents of
volunteers.

“This award deepens the communication
between those who volunteer from different
generations and enhances the spirit of
honest competition between associations and
voluntary centres in the Arab world,” he said.

He also praised Sheikh Isa bin Ali bin Khalifa
Al Khalifa, the sponsor of the award, for his
constructive role in activating voluntary and
humanitarian work, which he said, reflects“the
Bahraini humanism and the spirit of generosity
and generosity that characterizes the Bahraini
people.”

The award came on the third anniversary of
the honouring of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah with the
title ‘Commander of Humanitarian Action’
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The Chairman of the International Islamic
Charitable Organization (IICO) Dr. Abdullah Al-
Maatouq has been awarded the Sheikh Isa Bin
Ali Al Khalifa Award for Volunteerism.

The award was presented by the League of
Arab States in recognition of Al-Maatoug's
efforts in humanitarian work and in conjunction
with the celebrations of Arab Volunteer Day.

The award, established seven years ago,
aims to recognise the efforts of Arab youth in
serving their countries and promote the values
of voluntary work among young people

The State of Kuwait has a long history of
humanitarian activism and has emerged as a
leader in the international humanitarian scene
alongside its sisters from the Gulf States.

HH the Amir has played a significant role in
establishing the foundations of sustainable
development and pushing Kuwait to become
one of the most important donor countries
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IgIl}ll cha_lirman wins volunteer awar

In his speech at the opening ceremony,
Al-Maatoug said that receiving the Sheikh
Issa Award for Volunteer Work showed an
appreciation of Kuwaiti charity work and an
honouring of the generous Kuwaiti people who
have a strong desire to support charitable work
and provide help and assistance to others.

Maatoug also praised the pioneering role
played by the Kingdom of Bahrain in supporting
volunteering throughout the Arab and Islamic
world.

“lam very grateful to His Highness Sheikh Isa
bin Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa for sponsoring this
prestigious award, supporting and encouraging
the culture of volunteerism,” Al-Maatoug
said, noting that the award represents a new
responsibility as well as a tribute to all those
working in the humanitarian and voluntary
field, seeking to develop communities in the
difficult circumstances many countries in the



- Humanitarian activities |

Bahrain awards three Kuwaiti
dignitaries top charity prize

The Bahrain Parents’ Care Society on Tuesday
honored three Kuwaiti leading figures with
the Sheikh Khalifa bin Ali Al-Khalifa Prize for
Charity Work 2027, themed “Loyalty to Givers,”
in recognition of their philanthropic efforts.

The three major figures are Chairman of
Kuwait's International Islamic Charitable
Organization (IICO) and Amiri Diwan Advisor Dr.
Abdullah Al-Maatougq (also a UN Special Envoy
for Humanitarian Affairs), Abdulrahman Al-
Faresi, and General Director of the Elderly Care
Department at the Ministry of Social Affairs
and Labor Dr. Amani Al-Tabtabai.

The Prize was launched in 2008.

Charity work and serving the society are
among the basics of Islam, Bahrain Parents’
Care Society Honorary Chairman and Southern
Governor Sheikh Khalifa bin Ali Al-Khalifa told
the event.

He stressed keenness on disseminating
awareness on caring for the parents, and
the elderly, lauding the immense support by
Deputy Prime Minister Sheikh Ali bin Khalifa Al
Khalifa, aiming to instill values of mercy and
compassion in the society.

Honoring the Kuwaiti figures mirrors
Kuwait's status as a world's "Humanitarian
Center” whose foundations were laid down by
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the “Humanitarian Leader,”
Dean of Diplomatic Corps, Kuwait's Ambassador
to Bahrain, Sheikh Azzam Mubarak Al-Sabah
told KUNA.

For his part, Al-Maatoug commended
Bahrain's keenness on disseminating the
culture of humanitarian work, and encouraging
youth to get involved in charity and voluntary
activities.

He said that participation in the event,
organized by the Bahrain Parents’ Care Society,
is part of his support to charity activities and
philanthropic partnership between the Kuwaiti
and Bahraini societies, as well as promoting

cooperation among the Gulf humanitarian
organizations, he told KUNA.

Al-Maatouq highly appreciated Sheikh
Khalifa bin Ali Al-Khalifa for his limitless
support to the award, whose fourth version
coincided with the Arab and the International
Day for Older Persons.

The Prize backing to fields of charity work
concerned about the elderly, is likely to help
produce model examples, in addition to
embodying the genuine, deep-rooted Arab and
Islamic values, he said.

Al-Maatoug also highlighted the key role
by the Bahraini society for bolstering charity
work, and encouraging relevant researches and
studies.
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