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« ThelnternationallslamicCharitable
Organization (IICO) has launched
its ‘Abshir Agsana’ campaign, in
order to support developmental
projects in Jerusalem and protect
the human rights of Palestinian
residents.

“The Mosque of Al-Agsa is the first of the
two Qibla for Muslims, the second mosque
placed in the land and the third mosgue to
travel to it, and Allah Almighty blessed it in
the Holy Quran, saying: { Exalted is He who took
His Servant by night from al-Masjid al-Haram
to al-Masjid al- Agsa, whose surroundings We
have blessed}. He also mentioned the hurtful
events we see in Al-Agsa every now and then
is something that events provokes the feelings
of 2 billion muslims who represent quarter of
the world population.

He highlighted thatwhat the city of Jerusalem
is experiencing is provoking the feelings of two
billion Muslims, who represent a quarter of the
world's population.

“The  occupation measures  against
Jerusalemites have created a very difficult
humanitarian situation,” Maatouk said.

“One of the most important manifestations
of this is the continued harassment of
Jerusalemites in terms of housing, construction
and life in general; they are being moved from
inside Jerusalem to the outskirts of the city or
beyond,” he added.

He pointed out that the policy of besieging
Jerusalemites and confiscating their livelihoods
has led to a significant rise in the percentage
of Palestinian families in Jerusalem living
below the poverty line, with the number
currently exceeding 76%, while the ratio among
individuals was 82% according to an annual
report of Jerusalem carried out in 2016.

“IICO has paid special attention to the
humanitarian situation in Palestine through
the implementation of many charitable,
health, educational and development programs
and projects in Jerusalem, the Gaza Strip, the

West Bank and the Palestinian refugee areas in
Jordan, Lebanon, Sudan and Yemen,” Maatouk
said, going on to explain that charitable
organizations inside and outside Palestine are
now appealing to donors to support the Abshir
Agsana campaign, via the IICO website, at the
organization's headquarters or at branches
across the provinces.

At the end of his statement, Maatouk
praised the steadfastness and vigilance of the
people of Jerusalem in the face of the unjust
measures currently being imposed, including
the siege of the Agsa Mosque, which he
called"an humanitarian crime”.

Israeli occupation forces have openly
assaulted both male and female Palestinian
worshipers during the recent events at the
Agsa Mosque, preventing the adhaan, putting
electronic gates at the entrance and imposing
other measures contrary to international
humanitarian conventions which criminalize
attacks on places of waorship.

Maatouk revealed that the education sector
is experiencing high school dropout rates due
to the dire economic conditions, with the
dropout rate among Jerusalemite students
having reached 13% due to the continuous
Israeli targeting of this sector.

The health sector also suffers from a lack
of funding, debt accumulation and constant
restrictions on its institutions through new
draconian regulations and marginalization.

Palestinian villages have been abandoned
and burned down, with people being forced
to live in open camps or having fled to nearby
countries. Throughout the vyear, the lIsraeli
authorities have continued their blatant and
inhumane practices, including the arbitrary
arrests of Jerusalemites, the restriction of their
freedom and the denial of access to schoals,
medical treatment or travel.
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Humanitarian Campaigns

IGO0 launches developmental campaign
for residents of Jerusalem

In a press statement, head of the IICO,
adviser in the Emiri Diwan and Special Advisor
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
Dr. Abdullah Maatouk said that the charity has
launched this campaign to support education
and employment, in addition to protecting the
heritage of the Palestinians.

Maatouk called on donors to support the
campaign, which includes the ‘Travel to Al-
Agsa Mosqgue and for the care of the worshipers
project’, which sponsors students and helps
ensure the preservation of the Agsa Mosque,
Sakia Al Agsa Project, Urgent Relief Fund for Al
Agsa, and the Palestinian mosques, sponsoring
orphans and food parcels.

Maatouk praised Kuwaiti support of the
Palestinian cause, condemning Israel’s arbitrary
measures and the blatant aggression of its
authorities against the Palestinian people.
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International Islamic Charitable Organization
(11CQO) is set to launch its ‘your udhiya makes
the world Better’' campaign, providing Eid al-
Adha sacrificial meat for refugees and poor
Muslims in dozens of countries, including Syria,
Palestine, Yemen and Somalia.

The project will be carried out through [ICO’s
foreign offices and partners in the beneficiary
communities, and intends to strengthen the
values of compassion and solidarity, and the
bonds of affection and love among Muslims.

The project will facilitate udhiya being made
on behalf of donors on the Day of udhiya, in
the state they choose, based on the Fatwas
of the Sharia bodies of the Ministry of Awqgaf,
the Charity Authority, Zakat House and senior
scholars.

Donors can allocate as many sacrifices as
they like, and can also offer gifts and clothing
for orphans so this can be marked as a good
deed.

According to scholars, slaughtering sacrificial
animals is one of the greatest sacrifices to
Allah, and the project aims to bring joy to the
hearts of the poor and the needy who would
not otherwise have the chance to take part.

The sacrifice began in commemoration of
the path of Ibrahim peace be upon him and to
thank Allah for his many blessings, such as the
grace of the Guidance, the grace of survival, the
blessing of safety and health, and the blessing

fcountries

of expansion in sustenance and others. {then
eat from them and feed the needy and the
beggar. Thus have We subjected them to you
that you may be grateful }

The project also provides the generous donor
with the opportunity to support the udhiya, so
that the reward will continue in the life of the
wagif and after their death.

Donors can choose from countries including
Jerusalem, Palestine, Iragi refugees in camps,
Somalia, Jordan, Yemen, Syrian refugees in
Lebanon, Sudan, Southern Sudan, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, India, China, Cambodia, Vietnam,
Niger, Burkina Faso, Senegal, Mongolia,
Kazakhstan, Balkan States, Ukraine and Turkey.

Udhiya varies from country to country
between sheep and cows, with those sacrifices
dedicated to some Palestinian areas being
sacrificed abroad and imported and frozen to
be stocked for poor families to benefit from at
any time.

[ICO calls on donors to help put a smile back
on the faces of orphans, widows and displaced
persons in countries affected by disasters and
wars, poverty, malnutrition and poor education
through donating using our website (https://
iico.org/ar) in addition to its branches across
the governorates in supporting this project.

Poverty is one of the most important
challenges facing the Muslim world. Around
37% of the population lives below the poverty
line, which is equivalent to 504 million people,
and accounting for 39% of the world's poor.
This means that more than one-third of the
world's population who live below the poverty
line are from the Islamic world.
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