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women leaders in humanitarian work, both locally

and internationally. In addition, she significantly
participated in holding The World Conference on
the Role of Women in Charity Work in 2014 under
the royal patronage and presence of His Highness
the Amir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh Sabah Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Al-Sabah.

Al-Mushri has held a number of positions with
the IICO including: advisor to the IICO president,
member of the general assembly and the general
supervisor of work on the document addressing
the role of women in charity work.

Al-Mushri: The First Woman on the |ICO Board

since Its Inception

At its 55th meeting, the IICO Board of Directors
approved the appointment of Shatha Al-Mushri
to the Board, as the first woman to join the Board
since the issuance of the Amiri decree to establish
the International Islamic Charity Organization in
1986.

Al-Mushri has held a number of positions with
the 11CO including: advisor to the IICO president,
member of the general assembly, member of the
[ICO General Assembly and general supervisor of
the team working on the document addressing
the role of women in charity work, which will be
issued in Arabic, English, and French.

She is one of the Kuwaiti women leaders
(Ambassadors for Philanthropy) that has
dedicated her efforts to promote charity work.

o

She has transferred the experiences of the
world’s leading women in this field in order to
develop working methods.

Given its belief in the importance of the role
of women in the development of societies, the
[ICO sought to attract leading women figures and
invest their creative energies by recommending
the appointment of 9 women from around the
world as members of the [ICO General Assembly.
The 1ICO aims to highlight the real and significant
role of women in integrated participation in
developing societies, managing charity and
voluntary work, supervision and decision-making,
in order to highlight the role of women in field
operations in response to disasters.



- Women cadres |

Al-Mushri to represent women
on the IICO board

Shatha Al-Mushri,amemberof the International
Islamic Charitable QOrganization (IICO) board,
stressed that selecting her as a member of the
[ICO board reflects significant development and a
gualitative shift in the IICO's view of the leading
role of women in charity work. “Selecting a woman
as a member of the 1ICO board for the first time
represents the keenness of the IICO to promote
the social role of women by enabling them to
effectively contribute to humanitarian work,” Al-
Musri added in a press release.

Al-Mushri hopes to highlight the key role of
Muslim women in integrated participation to
build and develop Islamic societies. This includes
developing their abilities and promoting their
engagement in charity work and field relief
operations in disasters through volunteer teams.

Al-Mushri pointed out that the IICO is to issue
a document to lay the foundations of the role
of women in charity work in cooperation with a
number of IICO strategic partners. The document
represents a legal, scholarly and legal reference
to improve women's charitable, social and field
work, contribute to the development of poor
communities and highlight the key status of
women in Islam given the significant roles women
played during the prophet era.

Al-Mushri stressed the need to activate the
role of women in charity through complementary
participation alongside men working in the field in
order to develop societies for the better, in light
of the suffering in the region caused by disasters,
crises, displacement of millions, high poverty and
illiteracy rates, which currently affect the world.

“The bitter reality experienced by the poor
and distressed Arab and Muslim societies calls
for voluntary and charitable efforts on behalf
of women,” she added. The events and wars in
our Islamic societies require the joint efforts of
women and men to take care of the victims of
such incidents.

Al-Musri pointed out that Kuwaiti women
volunteer teams presented a role model for
women volunteers and humanitarian activists in
serving the Syrian refugees and displaced Yemeni
and others, stressing that issuing the document
can contribute to the advancement of the Islamic
nation.

She thanked and praised the efforts of 1ICO
president Dr. Abdullah Al-Maatoug, and the [ICO
Board for their confidence in her abilities and for
selecting her to this post.

The 1ICO board includes twenty-one members
and holds its meetings every six months to discuss
[ICO policies and develop future plans.

Al-Musbhriis the first [ICO female board member
since 1986. In total, nine female cadres have been
selected as members of the IICO General Assembly.

Al-Mushri is a prominent Kuwaiti charity work
leader. Since joining the IICO, she has sought to
highlight the role of women in charitable work
by working to activate the role of women in the
charitable work initiative adopted by the IICO
since 2012. She held a number of workshops for
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policies for the coming period in the light of
the humanitarian situation of the poor and the
affected communities.

The lICO was established in 1984 with the aim of
meeting the growing needs of poor communities,
especiallyinthe Islamicworld, in light of the spread
of disease, poverty, illiteracy and unemployment
in most of the Islamic countries and wavering
development efforts.

Al-Mutawa:
with Ramadan

At the opening session of the Board meeting,
Deputy General Manager for Media and Resaource
Development Abdulrahman Al-Mutawa pointed
out that the IICO intends to launch the new
version of the its website at www.iico.org utilizing
the efforts of a specialized team that planned,
implemented and followed-up on the work on the
website until it was able to launch the website
before Ramadan.

Board members praised the launch of the
website. Al-Mutawa said that the launch of
the project enabled the IICO to achieve one of
its key aspirations, to present a website with a
professional look.

Al-Mutawa added: “In order to enable the
website to reach this level and give it a new
professional look, a team of 4 international
professional programmers from East Asia, as
well as a website editor and a project manager,
worked for 4 consecutive months to design the
website.”

The website key features include:

A creative and advanced control panel.

Itis ready to add any new language, considering
that it was in Arabic and English only.

It accepts donations in all types of currencies. It
used to accept Kuwaiti dinars only.

30 new payment methods. Before, only three
payment methods were available (Knet - Visa -
MasterCard).

Completing a donation in just 30 seconds. It
used to take 112 seconds to complete a donation.

Providing statistical tools to measure the
returns of marketing. In the past, the IICO relied
on marketing campaigns only, without measuring
returns.

Linking the website to technical support via

]

The late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber

Al-Sabah issued an Emiri Decree to establish the

[ICO in 1986. The decree stipulates that the IICO
shall be a legal entity based in Kuwait and may
establish branches outside of Kuwait. The 1ICO
seeks to be among the world’s top ten charitable

and development baodies.

ICO Launches its New Website

direct communication. Communication used to
be by email only.

Each volunteer team has its own sub-page that
it can manage (a small site). It used to be only a
link on the website.

Professional reports to donors in one step. It
used to take 5 steps to obtain a report in an Excel
file.

Al-Mutawa added: “In addition to the
advantages of having a professional website,
the IICO achieved two other advantages: first,
completing the website in 4 months, which is
a record. In normal times, this period extends
to 10 months. The second advantage lies in the
actual low cost paid to international professional
programmers compared to the old website, which
was programmed in Kuwait at a high cost.”

He said that on the day of the inauguration,
a female donor donated the full cost of the
website for one year. He also thanked the team,
which contributed to achieving this aspiring step
through specialized management and teamwaork.



witnessed significant development in the media
field, which reflects its interest in developing its
media and marketing activities and branches
in the governorates. The 1ICO gives special
importance to electronic media after witnessing
a 585% increase in its revenues compared to the
previous period.

Completing institutional construction

Dr. Al-Maatoug stressed that [ICO management
supports executive management to arrange and
improve the work environment and complete
institutional construction. He pointed out that the
[ICO intends to launch its annual campaign during
the holy month of Ramadan under the slogan
“Cood for the World” to market several relief and
development projects in a number of countries.
International Activities

Internationally, Dr. Al-Maatougsaid that thelICO
participated in many regional and international
conferences and meetings in Cairo, Dubai, Geneva,
Chechnya, Tatarstan, New York and other locations
to discuss the present humanitarian situation
with senior international officials working in the
humanitarian field and build partnerships. | met
with UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres a
few days ago to discuss the consequences of the
humanitarian situation in Syria and Yemen. During
my speech at the conference on the Humanitarian
Response Plan in Yemen that was held in Geneva,
| stressed that the humanitarian situation in
Yemen is worsening and that the international
community should shoulder its responsibility to
put an end to the bloody conflict. We signed a
cooperation and partnership agreement with the
Turkish Red Crescent Society.

Relief Campaigns

[ICO Director General Bader Al-Sumait said
that the meeting was held in the light of the
humanitarian situation in the region, which
prompted the IICO to implement a number of
relief campaigns to provide aid to Syrian refugees
and displaced Yemenis as well as famine victims
in the Republic of Somalia.

Al-Sumait pointed out that the IICO has
witnessed considerable efforts at various relief
levels. The Board of Directors convenes every six
months to monitor and evaluate the activities

and direct Executive Management to follow new
policies which contribute to the development
of the humanitarian system and to continue
implementing various humanitarian projects to
serve the poor and alleviate their suffering.

The worsening humanitarian situation

The meeting was held amid worsening
humanitarian conditions in the region as a result
of natural disasters such as the famine that
hit the Horn of Africa and the conflicts causing
damage and humanitarian consequences in Syria,
Yemen, Irag and Libya.

The IICO Board of Directors consists of 21
members representing the Muslim world, one
third of which are from GCC countries. The board
convenes every 6 months in the presence of the
absolute majority of its members. The board
chairman may invite the board to hold a meeting
whenever he deems it necessary.

The Board of Directors is responsible for
implementing the general policies of the 1ICO
and managing its affairs under the [ICO Articles
of Assaociation and the decisions of the Ceneral
Assembly. The Board adopts necessary decisions
and procedures to achieve the objectives of
the ICO and form permanent and temporary
committees to complete its work. It reviews the
[ICO activities report on strategy, operational
plans, investment activities, promotion of
resources and media, marketing, networking,
donor affairs, development, relief, administrative
and institutional development, local and
international relations, reports from the Fatwa
and Shari'a Supervisory Board, financial and
investment  performance, identifying 1ICO
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- Periodic meetings

in Fateh, Istanbul, to serve war-affected Syrians.
The project is implemented in partnership with
the K uwaiti Zakat House, the Endowments
General Secretariat and the IHH. Being the largest
in Turkey and the Middle East, the Center aims
to fi x 1000 artificial limbs for Syrian refugee
ampu tees within two years of the start of the
Center’s operations.

Four th: Dozens of IICO volunteer teams
impl emented accommodation, relief and
education, orphan sponsorship and psychosaocial
supp ort programs throughout the year in Syria
and at displacement camps, as shown in the
activities report.

Fift h: Launching the Support Syrian Bakeries
Project to provide 1,000 tons of flour monthly,
fina nced by a benefactor and in partnership
wit h the Ataa Association for Relief and
Development, which carries out activities in the
Syrian humanitarian field. The project lasts for a
renewable period of six months.

Sixth: the number of Syrian students sponsored
by the IICO and the International Center for
Qualitative Education, which operates under the
[ICO umbrella, increased to 17,500 Syrian students.
Somalia Relief

Giv en the growing consequences of famine
in the Horn of Africa, Dr. Al-Maatouq said, “The
[ICO launched the “Somalia Starves and Thirsts”
cam paign due to the worsening humanitarian
sit uation” In this context, the [ICO allocated
$500,000 USD to distribute food baskets, operate
mobile medical convoys and rehabilitate artesian
wel Is in various governorates and camps for
displaced people. The IICO sent a media and relief
team to give us a picture of the suffering and to
implement an emergency relief program.

Al- Maatouq pointed out that the IICO called
on Kuwaiti charities to develop a united relief
program for 50 million USD and to submit the
program to the Kuwaiti government to support
its projects.

Southern Sudan Relief

In another context, Dr. Al-Maatouq said that
the 1ICO launched a humanitarian aid convoy
com prised of 222 tons of basic food items
through its office in Sudan to provide relief to

1328 s
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famine-affected people in the State of Southern
Sudan. The convoy was launched in the presence
of His Excellency Marshal Suwar al-Dahab, in
coordination with humanitarian organizations in
Sudan.

Renovation of Palestinian houses

The IICO implemented programs to aid
Palestinians, as pointed out by Dr. Al-Maatoug.
The 1ICO launched a campaign to rehabilitate
damaged and destroyed houses and mosques in
Gaza Strip and Jerusalem.
Micro-financing Program

Giv en its belief in the importance of
development projects and their role in improving
the living, economic, health conditions and
edu cation services of the poor, Al-Maatouq
pointed out that the IICO focused on the micro-
fin ancing program. The program has financed
more than 33,000 development and production
pr ojects since its launch in 1998. The number
of beneficiaries has exceeded 266,000 in 32
countries around the world.
Shafi’ Project

Co ncerning the Shafi' project to memorize
th e Quran, Al-Maatouqg said that this project
represents animportant boom, where the number
of those sponsored has reached 6,500 people
learning to memorize the Quran in 25 countries,
1,500 of which have already memorized the Quran.
This project is expanding and attracting sponsors.
The project supervisors aim to reach 7500 Quran
memoarizers by the end of 2017.
Media Development

Dr . Al-Maatgou

stressed that the I1ICO



- Periodic meetings |

Al-Maatouq Announces Launch of
the “GoodfortheWorld”Campaign

In the light of the continuing humanitarian
consequences of disasters and conflicts, the

International Islamic Charitable Organization
(11ICO) has continued carrying out its relief, health,
education, development, advocacy and social
activities to mobhilize efforts and resources,
promote the level of humanitarian response and
build partnerships with Kuwaiti charities as well
as regional and international organizations.
Syria Relief

[ICO president Dr. Al-Maatouq, in his speech at
the opening of the fifty-fifth Board of Directors
meeting, said that the Syrian crisis continues to
be a priority in the IICO agenda. This is reflected
in the launch of media and marketing campaigns
and organization of relief convoys and volunteer
teams to implement housing, education, health,
psychological support, food and other programs.
Recent IICO projects implemented for the relief of

Syrians include:

First: Launching a campaign for Aleppo in
December 20716. To facilitate this campaign, the
president of the Kuwaiti National Assembly,
Marzoug Ali Al-Ghanim, sponsored the transfer
and evacuation of tens of thousands of displaced
Syrians from the eastern part of Aleppo to Syrian
safe zones on the Turkish border.

Second: Opening the village of His Highness
to provide shelter to the Syrian refugees at the
Onciipinar camp in the Turkish city of Kilis in
order to house 6240 Syrian refugees. The project
is implemented in partnership with the IHH.
The village is comprised of 1248 housing units,
a mosgue, a school, a kindergarten and a social
services center.

Third: Opening the Kuwait Medical Center to
manufacture and fix artificial limbs and provide
osteopathy services using advanced technology
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