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the success of the humanitarian process.
He pointed out that the IICO accepted the
initiative of the ICRC because of its belief in
the importance of joint cooperation to help the
neediestpopulations in countries where the
ICRC operates.

The head of the ICRC regional delegation of
the Gulf Cooperation Council, Yahya Alibi, said
that signing the MoU further develops their
relation with the IICO in many areas by holding
seminars, conferences, exhibitions, forums,
sharing experiences and training courses, as
well as international humanitarian law.

He added that this MoU strengthens
the humanitarian response to the cholera
epidemicin Yemen, pointing out that the latest
estimates on the outbreak shows that there are
101 thousand cases affected by cholera, which
killed more than 800 people. The number is
expected to increase with the outbreak of the
epidemic in a number of cities in Yemen.

Alibi explained that “the conflict which
erupted in Yemen two years ago had profound
humanitarian consequences and destroyed the
infrastructure. The local actors are in shortage
of resources to repair or establish facilities to
relieve pressure. Unfortunately, even if the
conflict approaches an end, civilians will not
be able to access food, water and medical
care. This conflict has left about 70% of the
population in need.”

He pointed out that due to the spread of the
epidemic in the cities of Yemen, especially rural
areas, hospitals became unable to handle the

increasing number of patients. The situation is
further worsened by the shortage of medicine
andtreatmentrequirements, whichstressesthe
need to develop mechanisms for humanitarian
action in light of the long duration of crises and
the persistence of wars.

Alibi highlightedthe importance of this
agreement, which contributes to alleviating
the suffering of armed-conflict victims.

He commended the humanitarian role of the
IICO, noting that the ICRC sought to implement
this MoU in view of the great impact of the
efforts of 11CO in the field.

The MoU also regulates the cooperation
between the two parties in other areas such as
exchange of publications, the participation of
[ICO staff in training programs and workshops
that ICRC organizes to raise awareness on the
basic principles and standards of humanitarian
assistance.

Under the agreement, the ICRC shall provide
the IICO with up-to-date information on the
cholera epidemic and its response procedures

and periodic reports on humanitarian
operations. This also includes securing
administrative,  security, logistical  and

standard aspects to support field operations in
accordance with ICRC standards.

ICRC has operated its office in Kuwait
since the 1991-1990 Gulf War. It focuses on
humanitarian needs resulting from that war or
those resulting from current armed conflicts.
The operations of the ICRC regional delegation
in Kuwait also cover the six GCC countries.
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IGO0 Funds Fighting Gholera in Yemen

The International Islamic  Charitable
Organization (IICO) has decided to fund the
International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) activities that aim to fight the cholera
epidemic in Yemen in 2017 by providing 10 tons
of chlorine (223 barrels) to be distributed to
water plants in Yemen.

This action is part of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) recently signed by the
two parties to promote cooperation between
the regional ICRC delegation of GCC and IICO to
assist victims of armed conflicts and civil wars.

The MoU was signed by 1ICO Director General
Bader Saud Al-Sumait and Head of the Regional
Mission in Kuwait Yahia Al-Alibi at the IICO
headquarters in South Surra in the presence of
John Strick, Manager of Humanitarian Affairs,
and a number of key IICO leaders.

Al-Sumait said that the two parties signed
the MoU to promote joint action, as they both

o nsn B :oo0.vse=

seek to provide humanitarian assistance to
armed-conflict victims, in addition tosigning
an agreement to implement a program to
prevent the outbreak of cholera in Yemen. IICO
cooperates with regional and international
humanitarian  organizations to  provide
assistance in light of the deterioration of the
humanitarian situation in the region.
Al-Sumait added that the partnership is
a necessity and a strategic imperative for



via statistics. They invested this holy month
with a number of good deeds and reached
large sectors of donors. The teams organized
convoys to implement Ramadan projects for the
beneficiaries.

Tarahum Team carries the banner of
#Ramadan_compassion. The team was able to
reach the ethnic displacement victims in Burma
to alleviate their suffering by providing ‘Ramadan
baskets'in cooperation the Turkish IHH. The team
managed to reach the Syrian-Turkish border in
Urfa governorate to implement collective Iftars,
distribute food baskets and provide support to
orphans and needy Syrian families. In addition,
the team distributed prepaid purchasing cards to
dozens of Syrian widows.

Basmat Amal Volunteer Team distributed
Ramadan bags to the displaced in rural areas in
Idlib. The team provided psychosocial support for
the orphans, distributed food and cash aid, visited
patients and supported Quran memorization
workshopsin cooperation with Al Wafa Society for
Relief and Development. The team implemented
many activities in Yemen as well.

Dana Volunteer Team arrived in Hatay region

in Turkey during Ramadan to implement a relief
campaign to the Syrian refugees, through the
operation of bakeries, distribution of hundreds
of tons of flour to Syrian bakeries, tens of tons
of dates, and thousands of iftar meals in East
Ghouta, in cooperation with Ataa for Relief and
Development Association. Khair Al-Kuwait team
implemented an Iftar project in Jordan to the
Syrian refugees.

In addition, Taakhi Team provided relief to
famine-victims in Somalia in cooperation with
the 1ICO and Mercy International.

Locally, Salam Team distributed hundreds
of iftar meals to the needy, with a focus on
workers in Kuwait. Many other IICO voluntary
teams implemented similar activities to relieve
the needy and those affected by conflicts in a
number of countries, including Burma, Syria and
Somalia.
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- Relief projects

Humanitarian Teams in Hamadan
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Ramadan is the drive for Kuwaiti volunteer
teams to carry out more charitable and marketing
activities for a number of educational, relief and
development projects which aim to benefit those
affected by wars, conflicts and other disasters.

The efforts of these teams have led to
significant success in promoting humanitarian
work since their joining the [ICO in June 2015.
Given the success of the experience, the number
of the teams has reached 32 volunteer teams.

A set of contracts, controls and administrative
and media policies govern the relation between
the teams and the IICO. These aim to promote
transparency, integrity and institutionalism.
[ICO follows up the financial, administrative,
information and field reports of these teams
which are managed by a group of young males
and females. They have played a major role since
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the beginning of the Syrian crisis in March 2011. A
number of such teams highlighted their capacity
to achieve their humanitarian goals.

Concerning fundraising, the teams made every
possible effort in explaining the needs of the
poor throughout the year in order to highlight
their situation. They organized various media
and social networking platforms to urge people
to donate which helped develop the human
performance and support those in need.

On the advent of Ramadan, the teams
competed to announce their plans and projects



- Partnership Agreements
GASH DEPOSIT MAGHINES FOR |ICO BRANGHES

©
vl

The International Islamic Charitable
Organization (IICO) has signed a contract with
Money Guard to supply 10 cash deposit machines
facilitating transparency and integrity in
charitable work.

[ICO general manager Badr Saud Al Sumait said
in a press release, “Signing this contract comes as
part of 1ICO procedures to guard charitable work
against abuse of its noble humanitarian mission.”

Al Sumait added: “The State of Kuwait,
represented by the Ministry of Social Affairs
and Labor, has spent great efforts to maintain
charitable work internally. The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs played a major role externally.”

Al-Sumait explained that charities have
responded well to the measure which aims to
protect charitable work.

Al-Sumait said that cash deposit machines will
replace cash donations and that the IICO plans
to develop other electronic alternatives to better
serve our generous donors who prefer to pay in
cash or electronically.

He explained that Money Guard is the best
available option, thanking the company for
supplying the machines at cost price.

Omar Sulaiman Al-Omar, Money Guard CEOQ,
said: “The company sought to support charity
work by supplying these devices at cost.” He
praised this trend which protects charitable
funds in accordance with the laws of the State
of Kuwait.

He added that the machine offers cash deposit,
high capacity of deposit, high technicality, ease
of use and speed of delivery. Using the machine

&

involves 3 steps: First, pressingthedepositbutton,
second, entering the money, and third, pressing
the finish button and receiving the receipt.

Al-Omar said that Money Guard is the first
company in the Middle East to offer such
solutions, and maintains over 400 machines
around the clock.

Money Guard began offering e-payment
alternatives in 2008. It is a pioneer supplier of
the latest machines and software for banks and
charities as well as the private sector.
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